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H’j""“ ced Rubbi ard covitor, Dear NASD

Rabtyi, Parents, Relatives, and Friends:

Shalom! My Torah portion is Naso. The word Naso in Hebrew has many meanings. It can
mean to 1lift :Eé carry, to forgive, or to marry. In this Torah portion, Noso, we read
how the Levites were to carry the tabernacle; how certain disputes between husband and
wife were to be settled; how the Nazerite was to carry out his vows of abstinence from
wine and of letting his hair grow long; how the princes of Israel lifted up from their
possessions and offered gifts to the Mishkan, or tabernacle, and how G-d has commanded
the priests to lift up their hands and bless the people. In my Haftorah which is from
Shofteem, of the Book of Judges, we learn how the birth of Shimshon, or Samson, was
foretold to his mother and father and how they were commanded to raise him as a Nazerite,

one who did not cut his hair or drink wine.

In my Torah portion the special blessing which G-d gave the Cohaneerf\or priest to bless
the people comes immediately after the Torah has told us all the rules of the Nazerites.
The rules of the Nazerite state that a person, if he so wished, could take upon himself
an obligation, a vow, not to drink wine or to cut his hair for a certain period of time.
After this time had passed he then was to cut his hair and to offer four sacrifices to
G-d, one of them a sin offering at the Tabernacle, or Temple, and then he was to resume
his normal life. What is the connection between the priestly blessing and the Nazerite?
What's more, why was Samson's mother commanded to make Samson a Nazerite from birth?
Why, too, did the Nazerite have to bring a sin offering when his Nazeriteship was up?
Perhaps the answers to these questions lie in the way the priestly blessing was to be
delivered and in Samson's career. The Torah opens the section on the priestly blessing

by saying:

Speak to Aron and to his sons saying, "This way you will bless the sons of Israel,

Say to them
May the Lord bless and keep you

May the Lord shine his face upon you and be gracious unto you
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May the Lord lift up His face unto you and give you peace! The Rabbis explain that the
priests had certain definite rules to follow before they could bless the people. That's
why the Torah says: "So you shall bless" The priests
had to bless the people while standing with their hands outstretched,being-perfeetty—sober
and—in—Hebrew. They had toalways.remember thet they were putting G-d's. blessing on the
people.

"And they shall put my name on the sons of Israel and I will bless them."

At first glance, it seems that the Priest and the Nazerite were doing the same thing,

that they were both satisfying G-d and blessing the people. But this, the Torah tell us,
is not always true. That's why the Nazerite had to bring a sin offering. The Nazerite
was one who set himself apart from the rest of the people and denied himself certain
things because of personal reasons. Unfortunately, in many instances because the Nazerite
denied himself certain things he thought that he was different or better than others and,
therefore, many times allowed himself to do many things which ordinary people could never
and should never allow themselves to do. Samson thought that he was special because he
was a Nazerite and because of his great strength. Hey—thesghy—Ffeeted=himeedf. He had
spec{al abilities but he really wasn't better than anyone else. When he permitted himself
to do things ordinary people shouldn't do he quickly got into the same trouble wmet a.§
ordinary people do,nhm:thﬂ:de‘;t“hms"gs they-shouldalé—ds. He was no better. Unfortunately,
there are many people today who, because they have a good education, wealth, or a good
social position, think that they can do things that ordinary pecple can't do and nothing
will happen to them. They're wrong. They'll run into the same problems that everyone
else does just like Samson did. That's why I believe we learn about the Nazerite and

his rules right before the Priestly blessing. We all need these blessings and we will
never achieve them if we think that we're special and bad things won't happen to us if

we violate basic moral and religious laws. The priests, themselves, who pronounced the
blessings were never to feel that they were special. It was not their blessing they were

giving but G-d's. They were at all times to realize that they were bound by the same

rules as all the rest of us. They were to go about their task realistically and soberly

and not be filled with exaggerated feelings of importance. Fheir—hande-were-always—te-be
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outetrebehed te the peeple. They were always to acknowledge that they were one with
the people and not above them. They shared a common heritage as expressed by the Hebrew
language and were as much in need of ik guidance as the people they blessed. They were

) Fhe s ame noshle @0
never to feel that they were superior to anyone. They were not to maqusamson's apsl

some_othapblazepite!s-mistake.

I hope and pray that as I grow up I will always remember the lessons of my Bar Mitzvah
and never feel that I am special, that I can violate basic morals and religious laws
and nothing will happen to me. I hope that I will always be a person whose hands are
stretched out to others, that I will never think that I am better than others. 1 hope
and pray that I will always be one who stands ready to help others in distress and that
through my appreciation of my heritage and the guidance it can give me, 1 will grow up
to deserve the priestly blessings, and be one who is truly a blessing to myself, to

my family, my country, and my religion. May I always remember the error of Samson and

never repeab it in my life.
—_—

At this time I would like to thank my parents for all the love and devotions they have

showered on me. I would also like to thank you all for coming to help me celebrate my

Bar Mitzvah and to m for preparing me for it. May I grow up to be a credit

to my family, my country, and my religion. Amen.




